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city, borough, and town corporate, the mayor, bailiffs,
or other head-officers for the time being, and in every
other parish of the country, the parson, vicar, or curate,
and the churchwardens, having in a register or book
as well all the names of the inhabitants and house-
holders, as also the names of all such impotent aged
and needy persons as ... are not able to live of
themselves nor with their own labour, shall openly in
the church and quietly after divine service call the
said householders and inhabitants together, among
whom the mayor and two of his brethren in every
city, the bailiffs or other head-officers in boroughs
and towns corporate, the parson, vicar, or curate,
and churchwardens in every other parish, shall elect,
nominate, and appoint yearly two able persons or
more to be gatherers or collectors of the charitable
alms of all the residue of the people for the relief
of the poor, which collectors, the Sunday next after
their election (or the Sunday following if need re-
quire), when the people is at the church and hath
heard God's holy word, shall gently ask and demand
of every man and woman what they of their charity
will be contented to give weekly towards the relief
of the poor; and the same to be written in the said
register or book."

This public and regular contribution of definite
sums promised and recorded beforehand is in itself
more like a rate than the collection with boxes
authorised by the act of 1535-6. It was, too, of a
less voluntary character; a person who refused to
subscribe might bring down on his head ecclesiastical
punishments (which were more dreaded then than
now), for it was enacted that if any one " able to further